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I 
a researcher interested in integrating economics and theology.

 Consider what is needed to do truly integrative work across economics 

and theology: one must keep current in economics, become competent 

in theological ethics, and master the philosophy needed to bring the two 

disciplines into coherent conversation. At a school which is somewhere 

on the boundary between research university and teaching college the 

conditions exist in which integrative research by economists is both 

 A Christian college with a 3-3 or 3-2 load can combine the space to 

and the various disciplines.

the motivated researcher, but it does not leave much. It is a struggle to 

keep a research project moving during the semester, and one must resist 
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increase. 

even in Christian economics. Quantitatively, our contributions are 

modest. I recently counted the articles published in Faith & Economics, 

Faith 

& Economics

Faith & Economics 

may be more active in publishing in heterodox outlets like the Review of 

Social Economy

Journal of Markets and Morality. 

 For an economist who wants to devote his or her scholarship to this 

economics but addressing theological questions also have graduate degrees 

economics program.

by theologians. Pepperdine’s religion department teaches core courses in 

end in mutual incomprehension and annoyance. Theologians doubt the 

 I wish Christian social ethicists had more economics training, but I 

think economists can help to get the conversation going by developing a 
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theological ethics.

 We all know that positive economics is supposed to be about prediction, 

economists do not care whether people really are rational egoist utilitarians. 

by economists: analysis which has some success in prediction does not by 

that fact

economic models. Positive economic models, however well they predict 

assumptions made about them in positive models, the normative claims 

based on those models will be incorrect. Since the theologian seeks 

human nature and behavior. To this need the economist may respond in 

2. Sketch out a normatively useful

change when their assumptions are relaxed. 
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“policymakers?” Perhaps we should shape our models and analysis to 

answer the questions they are asking, or to help them ask clearer questions.

paths through the underbrush when there are well-traveled philosophical 
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