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What Do Economists and Theologians Have to 
Say to Each Other? The International Situation

Michael Pollitt

I 

thirty members and meets annually. Stephan writes: 

The connections between Christian economists and theologians is 

very weak…. There is not really a working cooperation. That has 

only about the evangelical initiatives. The liberals are working 

economics. But things are changing. In March 2010 we started 

we will start a degree program in economics at our theological 

university in 2012.

Author’s Note: Warm thanks to Peter Heslam, Andy Hartropp, 
Stephan Holthaus, Mrdjan Mladjan, and Hiro Hayafuji for their 
help and advice. 
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theological training. We have had occasional get-togethers, but have 

economists who are interested in Christianity. As less than one 

not much surprised, but would indeed like to reactivate next year 

group were religious, engineers and economists. On the other hand, 

theology. For example, some people study medieval Serbian laws, 

charity…. The Church in Serbia has, since 1990s, mostly been 

occupied with receiving several million new members, the number 

decades to come.… http://orthodoxeurope.org/page/3/14.aspx is a 

document that gives an Orthodox opinion on many modern issues, 

 were by 
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two jointly authored by an economist and a theologian. By “an economist 

with theological training,” I include everyone I know who has studied 

mainly written about the market and distributive justice issues. Economists 

 

authored by theologians, six involved both theologians and economists, and 

six were written by economists with some theological training. Comparing 

these numbers to indicate that as economists we are very interested to read 

what theologians are saying about economics!

The Church on 

Capitalism: Theology and the Market. The book essentially discusses the 

policy, debt, sustainable development, development in developing world, 

private enterprise, consumer choice, government intervention, regulation, 
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teaching economics to morality! However, what is more interesting is 

member, to my knowledge, who holds two PhDs, in both economics 

Andrew Britton, whose work is mentioned in the section on Sedgwick but 

does not earn him a separate write-up. Andy, Michael, and Andrew are 

a mention. 

whole, whereas economists are more reluctant to do this, because “it’s 

rather than to engage with sophisticated economic analysis. There is still 

within 

However,

poverty issues, which economists need to be held to account on. Bishop 

in Christian economics, which economists who are Christians but not 

are good on prophetic discourse and narrative discourse, but need 

policy discourse.
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theologians and economists and how it might be bolstered. First, it would 

and debt and poverty reduction. Finally and encouragingly, more Christian 

economists are likely to also have theological training. This augurs well 
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