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the physicist employs hypotheses and mathematical models to understand 

tools to understand human interactions in the production and distribution 

positivism. His analogy with physics is telling in this regard. 

promote the highest good. 

 While it is true that there have been important areas in which consensus 
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Further, Harper argues that the market is not morally neutral, but that it 

that in their choices in the market. This requires “moral courage” and 

perseverance. It requires an intentional engagement with the manner in 

not just those in corporate and policy leadership roles.

Indeed, the human predisposition to sin presents a serious obstacle 

courage. His conclusion is that as a Christian he relies on seeking strength 

likelihood that “moral courage” can indeed prevail in a society in which 

 

Australian economy. 

endowments, Harper highlights the Sunshine Harvester case in 1907 as 
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industrial relations arbitration system in Australia. The Company had 

Conciliation and Arbitration ruled against the exemption, as the company 

determination that set a pattern in Australia that has shaped all subsequent 

institutions and arrangements.

and contrasts to Australia’s labor market experience during the Great 

GFC. Banks will return to center stage, with stricter controls and closer 

banking system to ensure that its structure and the regulations that are 

his conviction that economics is a good servant but a poor master. He 

address pressing moral and social challenges in contemporary society. He 
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this route, he must strongly maintain the positive/normative distinction in 

Homo Economicus

experience and outlook on the world. Even the questions economists 

Homo 

Economicus pinpoint one area where Christianity could have, dare we say, 

Christianity has a good deal to say about human identity, so it is surely 

conceivable that Christian perspectives might be marshaled to critique or 

augment Homo Economicus. 

 Returning to normative analysis, in the penultimate “Christian 

engage with the mainstream by critiquing any implicit moral assumptions. 

Although he describes building a distinctive Christian Economics as an 

that developing a parallel conversation to the mainstream potentially 

object to them doing so in a logically coherent way that is true to the 

analysis is God’s good economic analysis.
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makes Economics for Life a very worthwhile, and unique, contribution. 


