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Christian Scholarship in Economics at 
American Research Universities

Daniel Hungerman, 

American research universities, and how they might pertain to a dialogue 

Second, I will discuss some potential areas where economic researchers 

between economists and theologians.

First, I should take a moment to explain what “Christian scholarship” 

in economics is. Do Christian economists do research in a way that is 

I think most Christian economists would agree that their work should 

impact the topics they would choose to study. Fortunately, economics is a 

man. Second, I think Christian economists obviously have an obligation 

interesting and important work, then you should expect others to try to 

have to go beyond simply reporting replicable results. Such situations 

might vary depending on context, but let me give you an example. Much 

have better outcomes than others, and that religious organizations provide 

that this research makes religious organizations look “good.” 

residents in a community increases. I have also done work which shows 

that, as individuals increase their educational attainment, their religiosity 
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could have buried the projects and moved on to some other research topic, 

religion.

does on the 

to society in general. Religious people are happier, less likely to commit 

crimes, less likely to drink heavily or do drugs, and more socially active 

than other individuals. This brings me to my second topic: the recent 

they believe in God, that they pray, and that they are “spiritual” people. But 

economists and theologians would be interested to learn why individuals 

Hungerman
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to excite some editors about publishing papers in this area unless you can 

big ambitious questions reasonably well. Work between theology and 

in the economics discipline. 

not

shown to be the case in areas like development, political science, and 

education. Certainly good economic insight is possible without these tools. 

And certainly some important issues cannot be tackled with a quantitative 

interactions between economists and theologians. 


