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Missing an Opportunity that Never Was? A
Final Response to Richardson
James K.A. Smith
Calvin College
If the goal of our dialogue was to build agreement or consensus, then
, VXSSRVH ZH KDYH IDLOHG PLVHUDEO\ +RZHYHU , DP QRW VXUH WKDW ZDV
HLWKHU RXU DVVLJQPHQW RU RXU JRDO 6R SHUKDSV WKH VXFFHVV RU IDLOXUH RI
this engagement between economics and theology might judged by other
FULWHULD )RU H[DPSOH LI ZH KDYH FU\VWDOOL]HG WKH GHSWK RI GLIIHUHQFH
EHWZHHQ WKH WZR ÀHOGV FODULÀHG WKH SRLQWV RI GHHS GLVDJUHHPHQW DQG
perhaps even demonstrated in actuWKHXWWHUGLIÀFXOW\RIHYHQVWDJLQJVXFK
a conversation, then even our continued disagreements will represent a
FHUWDLQDFFRPSOLVKPHQW
But before moving on to a couple of more substantive points, let me
DGGUHVVRQHSHUVLVWHQWFULWLFLVPIURP5LFKDUGVRQ+HVHHPVWRUHJXODUO\
suggest that I somehow failed to keep up my end of the bargainthat
, EDVLFDOO\ UHIXVHG WR FRPSO\ ZLWK WKH DVVLJQPHQW 2Q KLV DFFRXQW RXU
charge was to answer the question: Is economic globalization good or
EDG"µ7KLVH[SODLQVWKHWDFNKHKDVWDNHQLQWKLVGLDORJXH$QGFOHDUO\WKDW
LVQRWWKHTXHVWLRQ,ZDVDQVZHULQJ%XWGLG,PLVXQGHUVWDQGRURWKHUZLVH
LJQRUH WKH DVVLJQPHQW" , GR QRW WKLQN VR $QGUHZ<XHQJHUW RXU HGLWRU
DQG KRVSLWDEOH UHIHUHH FDQ PDNH WKDW FDOO :KLOH 5LFKDUGVRQ VHHPV WR
have come to the dialogue with this narrow assignment in mind, my notes
LQGLFDWHDGLIIHUHQWEURDGHUYHUVLRQRIRXUDVVLJQPHQW,QSDUWLFXODUZH
had agreed that I should write an essay that would summarize what every
theologian wishes economists understood about the theological critique of
globalization; Richardson, in turn, was charged with writing a converse
essay: what every Christian economist wishes theologians understood
DERXW HFRQRPLF JOREDOL]DWLRQµ1 Somehow in the process Richardson
FDPH WR WKH FRQFOXVLRQ WKDW ZH KDG TXLWH D GLIIHUHQW WDVN7KLV LQ LWVHOI
FRQÀUPV VRPH RI WKH ZRUULHV DQG VXVSLFLRQV , KDYH DUWLFXODWHG LQ P\
SUHYLRXVHVVD\V
 7KLVVHWVWKHFRQWH[WIRU5LFKDUGVRQ·VGLVDSSRLQWPHQW,QSDUWLFXODUKH
QRWHVWKDWP\HVVD\V´IXOÀOOHGIHZRI>KLV@KRSHVµ7KLVGRHVQRWVXUSULVH
PH ,QGHHG ZKDW ZRXOG LW KDYH ORRNHG OLNH IRU PH WR IXOÀOO KLV KRSHV"
Well, it would have required that I take as given precisely what is at
LVVXHLQWKHGHEDWHEHWZHHQWKHRORJLDQVDQGHFRQRPLVWVRQWKHVHPDWWHUV
,Q VKRUW 5LFKDUGVRQ·V KRSHV FRXOG KDYH EHHQ IXOÀOOHG RQO\ LI , DOUHDG\
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FRQFHGHGPRVWRIWKHJURXQGWRKLVGLVFLSOLQHDQGLWVDVVXPSWLRQV,QRWKHU
ZRUGVWKHRQO\ZD\WKLVHQFRXQWHUFRXOGKDYHVDWLVÀHGKLVKRSHVLVLIZH
SOD\HG WKH JDPH RQ D ÀHOG GHFLGHGO\ VODQWHG LQ KLV IDYRU³VR KH FRXOG
SOD\GRZQKLOODVLWZHUH5LFKDUGVRQZDQWHGWKHGHEDWHWREHFRQGXFWHG
according to the house rules of economicsand as we all know, the
KRXVHDOZD\VZLQV
 /HWPHDGGUHVVMXVWDFRXSOHRIIXUWKHUSRLQWVIURPKLVUHVSRQVH)LUVW
, ÀQG KLV FORVLQJ TXHVWLRQV³DERXW KRZ WKHRORJLDQV WKLQN DERXW WKH
disciplines and disciplinary standardsto be puzzling, frustrating, a tad
KDXJKW\ DQG FRQGHVFHQGLQJ +H IUDPHV WKHVH TXHVWLRQV E\ DSSHDOLQJ WR
´WKHRORJLDQV·DSSDUHQWGLVWUXVWRIRUJDQL]HGWKLQNLQJDQGREVHUYLQJµ7KLV
is simply a huge adventure in missing the point, now turned into some
VPDUP\UHEXNH,WVKRZVDUHPDUNDEOHODFNRILPDJLQDWLRQVLQFH5LFKDUGVRQ
seems to assume that any critique of foundationalism is equivalent
WR D UHMHFWLRQ RI ´RUJDQL]HG WKLQNLQJµ , VXVSHFW UHDGHUV ZLOO EH DEOH WR
readily see the non sequitur here and can thus discern that Richardsons
TXHVWLRQVDUHUHDOO\QRQTXHVWLRQV7KHLVVXHLVQRWZKHWKHUWKHUHFDQEH
observation; the issue is the conditions under which such observation takes
SODFH,I5LFKDUGVRQWKLQNVWKHVHFULWLFLVPVRIIRXQGDWLRQDOLVPDUHMXVWWKH
irresponsible musings of mushy theologians, I would encourage him to
carefully consider the same arguments offered by social scientist Christian
6PLWK  
Second, Richardson was hoping for more constructive, concrete
SURSRVDOVDERXWDQDOWHUQDWLYH$JDLQ,GRQRWWKLQNWKLVZDVSDUWRIP\
DVVLJQPHQW SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ WKH OLPLWHG VSDFH SURYLGHG %XW , FDQ PDNH
a couple of gestures in that direction, though I recognize that I am not
DQ HFRQRPLVW VR KHUH UDQJH EH\RQG P\ H[SHUWLVH )RU LQVWDQFH , GR
not think the theological criticisms I articulated entail an inherently
QRQLQFUHPHQWDOµDSSURDFKWRWKHVHLVVXHV,WLVQRWDVLIWKHWKHRORJLFDO
concerns I sketched require some utopian, revolutionary instantiation of
an ideal ex nihilo +RZHYHU ZKDW WKH\ GR SHUKDSV UHTXLUH LV WKH DELOLW\
to imagine a plurality of overlapping economies and orders of commerce
DQGH[FKDQJH7KHDOWHUQDWLYHVWKDWPLJKWEHSURSRVHGWKHQZRXOGQRWEH
proposed as national policies but rather as alternative economies that could
EHSXUVXHGE\VXEFRPPXQLWLHVZKRVKDUHDFRPPRQVHQVHRI´WKHJRRGµ
(and more importantly, share a narrative and practices that inform such a
FRQFHSWLRQ RI WKH JRRG 7KLV KRZHYHU GRHV QRW PHDQ WKH\ KDYH WR EH
KRSHOHVVO\ORFDOL]HG$V&DYDQDXJKHPSKDVL]HGWKHFKXUFKFDWKROLFZDV
globalized long before the market, so the church could be a transnational
QHWZRUN RI DOWHUQDWLYH HFRQRPLF RUGHULQJV %XW IROORZLQJ $XJXVWLQH·V
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lead (as I mentioned last time), even such an alternative economics would
have to recognize that perhaps other economic orderings are dominant in
WKHVKDUHGVSDFHVLQZKLFKZHÀQGRXUVHOYHV6RWKH&KULVWLDQFRPPXQLW\
could encourage economic practices that embody an alternative to the
dominant economy while also looking for strategic ways to collaborate
withand contribute tothe dominant economy, even if their ultimate
JRDOPLJKWEHWRUHIRUPDQGUHRUGHUWKDWHFRQRP\2 In short, I think there
LVURRPLQWKLVWKHRORJLFDOYLVLRQIRUDQLQWHQWLRQDOLQFUHPHQWDOLVP:KDW
PLJKWWKDWORRNOLNH"$JDLQ,GRQRWWKLQN,DPLQDSODFHWRVD\3HUKDSV
it would be along the lines of a distributism as sketched by Belloc and
&KHVWHUWRQ%XW,DPVXUHVXFKDVXJJHVWLRQLVQRWJRLQJWRZLQPHDQ\
QHZIULHQGVDPRQJ5LFKDUGVRQ·VHFRQRPLVWV
I remain grateful for this exchange and only hope, even in its zigs and
zags, that the encounter will prove helpful in advancing a much needed
FRQYHUVDWLRQEHWZHHQ&KULVWLDQWKHRORJLDQVDQGHFRQRPLVWV
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,KDYHWKHHPDLOFRUUHVSRQGHQFHWRFRQÀUPWKLV6R,VWURQJO\UHVLVW
Richardsons charge that I have not undertaken the assignment, or
KDYHVRPHKRZZULWWHQLQEDGIDLWK
6RFLRORJLVW-DPHV'DYLVRQ+XQWHU·VFRQFHSWLRQRI´IDLWKIXOSUHVHQFHµ
might be a relevant way to describe the sort of alternative economy
, DP VNHWFKLQJ +XQWHU   ,QWHUHVWLQJO\ +XQWHU REVHUYHV WKDW
there are ways in which one can rightly say that globalization was
DQGUHPDLQVLQPDQ\UHVSHFWV$PHULFDQL]DWLRQZULWODUJHµ S 

References
Hunter, J.D.   To change the world: The irony, tragedy, and
possibility of Christianity in the late modern world1HZ<RUN2[IRUG
8QLYHUVLW\3UHVV
Smith, C.  Moral, believing animals1HZ<RUN2[IRUG8QLYHUVLW\
3UHVV
Smith, C.  :KDWLVDSHUVRQ"5HWKLQNLQJKXPDQLW\VRFLDOOLIHDQG
the moral good from the person up. Chicago: University of Chicago
3UHVVQ

