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A Closing Response to James K. A. Smith
J. David Richardson
Syracuse University
IRXQG LQ -DPLH 6PLWK·V IROORZXS HVVD\ D JUHDW GHDO RI FRQVWUXFWLYH
LQVLJKW DQG GLIIHUHQWLDWLRQ 7KLV LV D JRRG EHJLQQLQJ RQ ZKDW , KDG
hoped this symposium would itself begin, substantial scholarly work
together on better globalization, building on the strengths of both
HFRQRPLVWVDQGWKHRORJLDQV1 In Smiths apt summary, our symposium was
´SURGXFWLYHWDONLQJSDVWHDFKRWKHUµ

I

A small start at talking with HDFK RWKHU LQ LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\
commXQLFDWLRQLVDOZD\VDJUHHLQJRQWHUPV)RUH[DPSOH,IXQGDPHQWDOO\

DFFHSW6PLWK·VÀUVWREVHUYDWLRQ ´WKHPHµ LQKLVVHFRQGURXQGHVVD\+H
says that I and other economists take what is contingent as if it were
QDWXUDOµ%XWRXUWHUPIRU´QDWXUDOµZRXOGPRUHW\SLFDOO\EH´DUHIHUHQFH
SRLQWµ:HWDNHZKDWZHVHHLQ´HFRQRPLFQDWXUHµDURXQGXVDQGDVNKRZ
it differs across culture and time, and how it might be evaluated (ethically
RUHFRQRPLFDOO\ RUUHVWUXFWXUHG2 We make no apology for taking what
LV FRQWLQJHQWµ DV D UHIHUHQFH SRLQW:H ZRUU\ WKDW DV WKHRORJLDQV WU\ WR
respect the contingent, their reference points in scholarly discourse are
XQFOHDURUVKLIWLQJRULPSUHFLVH
6PLWKKLPVHOIVHHPVVHQVLWLYHWRRXU´ZRUU\µDERXWWKHP+HVD\V
In some ways, what is at stake here is a matter of imagination: I
think the theologian tends to have a more supple, elastic imagination
about how things couldEH%XWWKHHFRQRPLVWVUHPLQGXVWKDWRXU
sometimes unfettered imaginings need to be disciplined by social
VFLHQWLÀFDWWHQWLRQWRHPSLULFDOUHDOLWLHV

That is a helpful way of imagining how economists and theologians
PLJKWGLDORJWRHVWDEOLVKDFRPPRQUHIHUHQFHSRLQW
Smiths discussion of optimal end points, to use economists
MDUJRQLVDOVRKHOSIXO7KLVLVKLVVHFRQG´WKHPHµ(FRQRPLVWVRIWHQGR
assessments of how close existing (contingent) economic systems come
WR VRPH LGHDO V\VWHP DOPRVW DOZD\V GHÀQHG E\ PHDVXUDEOH PDWHULDO
FULWHULD HJLGHDOV\VWHPVWKDWDUHHIÀFLHQWRUVXVWDLQDEOHRUHIÀFLHQW
HTXLWDEOHDFURVVJHQHUDWLRQV 6PLWKUHPLQGVXVWKDWZH&KULVWLDQVKDYHD
far higher, far richer set of ideals against which to measure our systems,
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ideals that are sometimes immaterial and unmeasurable, ideals captured
in Biblical descriptions of shalom, ideals associated with eschatology,
LGHDOVDVVRFLDWHGZLWKWKHFRPLQJFLW\LQWKHFRPLQJNLQJGRPRI*RG7KH
WKHRORJLDQVKHFLWHVLQKLVVHFRQGURXQGUHVSRQVHDUHLQP\RSLQLRQIDU
more promising for fertile joint striving toward his own stated aspiration
WKDQ WKRVH KH FLWHV LQ KLV ÀUVWURXQG HVVD\ +H SUHVFULEHV WKDW ´LQ RUGHU
WRHYDOXDWHVRFLDODQGHFRQRPLFFRQÀJXUDWLRQVZHQHHGWRPHDVXUHWKHP
DJDLQVWDFULWHULRQRIÁRXULVKLQJ DQ¶LGHDO· EXWWKHQHYDOXDWHWKHdegrees
WRZKLFKVXFKFRQÀJXUDWLRQVWUDFNZLWKRUGHSDUWIURPWKHLGHDOµ$PHQ
WRWKDWDQGWRKLVIRUWKULJKWGLVPLVVDORILQWHOOHFWXDOH[WUHPHVWKDWDUHKHOO
EHQWRQGHIHQGLQJRUGHVWUR\LQJWKHVWDWXVTXR
)LQDOO\ , WKLQN WKDW -DPLH DQG , are reading from the same script
we are not in [deep] continued disagreementwhen he observes that
economists and theologians can constructively dialog only once they
share a common sense of what constitutes the common good in regard
WRHFRQRPLFJOREDOL]DWLRQ,WKRXJKW,ZDVVXLWDEO\KXPEOHLQP\RSHQLQJ
HVVD\ DERXW KRZ SULPLWLYH P\ FRQFHSWLRQ RI ´JRRGµ ZDV , LQ QR ZD\
accepted that conception as adequate, and I explicitly appealed to ethicists
and theologians to help us economists conceive it better in economic
PDWWHUV , XVHG ODQJXDJH WKDW HFKRHG WKH SKUDVH ´KXPDQ ÁRXULVKLQJµ
because whatever else KXPDQ ÁRXULVKLQJ LQYROYHV LW FHUWDLQO\ LQYROYHV
PDWHULDOSURVSHULW\WRR3 It is substantial as well as spiritual, material as
ZHOODVLPPDWHULDO,WLVQRWPHUHZLVS\VHQWLPHQW
'HÀQLQJWKHJRRGIRUWKHZRUOGRIJOREDOHFRQRPLFVLVJRRGJURXQG
RQZKLFKWRODERUWRJHWKHUZLWKWKHRORJLDQV8QOLNH6PLWK,GRQRWWKLQN
HVFKDWRORJ\ PDWWHUV IRU WKH SURVSHFWV RI IUXLWIXO MRLQW ODERU /DERULQJ
WRJHWKHUWRGHÀQHWKHJRRGrelevantly is vital whether the current world
DQGWKHZRUOGWRFRPHKDYHFRQWLQXLW\RUDUHUDGLFDOO\GLVFRQWLQXRXV
$WWKHHQGRIRXUH[FKDQJH,QRWHKRZSUHOLPLQDU\LWKDVEHHQ,DOVR
note how little related to globalization it has been, and how much more on
EURDGHUTXHVWLRQVRIHFRQRPLFVWUXFWXUHVDQGGLVFLSOLQDU\PHWKRGV
6R,VD\DJRRGVWDUWRQDPRUHVXEVWDQWLDODQGFRQVWUXFWLYHGLDORJ%XW
,KDGKRSHGIRUPRUHWKDQDJRRGVWDUW
Endnotes
!

Paul Oslington, an Australian economist and theologian, has spent
several years actively exploring a more expansive project involving
HFRQRPLVWV DQG WKHRORJLDQV +LV KRSH LV WR HVWDEOLVK LI SRVVLEOH D
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respected disciplinary intersection, a new and mediating scholarly dis
FLSOLQH
The economist Robert Frank, in his intermediate microeconomics text
book, famously describes us as economic naturalists, using the word
in the same way as people describe naturalists in parks and nature
SUHVHUYHV6HHDOVR)UDQN  
 7KDW VWDWHPHQW LQ QR ZD\ HQGRUVHV WKH VRFDOOHG KHDOWKDQGZHDOWK
´JRVSHOµ
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